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Abstract

The New Atheism is a radical movement of 21st century. New Atheism seems as
an extension of scientific atheism. New Atheists (Such as Victor, J Stenger and
Richard Dawkins) advocates the study of God as a scientific hypothesis. Victor
John Stenger is a prominent exponent of new atheism. “The New Atheism: Taking
a Stand for Science and Religion” is a new entry in “New atheism” literature.
Stenger asserts that religion is incomprehensible and faith should not be treated
with respect. He holds that science shows that God does not exist. The main tenant
described by Stenger is that, if God exists, some evidence for his existence should
be detectable by scientific means. He attempted to scientifically analyze the claims
made by theologians for the existence of God and ultimately concludes that the
origin of Universe and life can be understood by completely ignoring concept of
God. Moreover, he asserts that an observable God should be detectable. He goes on
to refute cosmological design and miracles and like naturalistic interpretation of
admitted supernatural phenomenon. His rationality coupled with scientific
naturalism lead him to deny religion. Using content analysis of selected work in the
book “The New Atheism: Taking a Stand for Science and Religion”, main views
about science and reason are commented in the light of Islamic Thought.
Keywords: New Atheism, religion, Reason, God, Universe, Scientific method, The
New Atheism, The New Atheism: Taking a Stand for Science and Reason
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Complex biological system can evolve from simpler ones by means of
natural selection.’
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In this respect the new atheism is very much like the old secular humanism
rebuked by hard core atheists for its mousiness in facing up to what the

absence of God should really mean.?*
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Science is a way of knowing about the natural World. It is limited to
explaining the natural world through natural causes. Science can say

nothing about the supernatural. Whether God exist or not is a question
about which science is neutral.?®
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Science concerningitself with understanding the natural world while

religion deals with issues of morality3°.
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Religion makes claims about the world and science studies moral
behaviour these facts, prove could observation to be fallacious 3!
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If these experiments had vyielded any positive results that were
independently verified replicated and found to be sound to the consensus
of the scientific community, then even new atheist would have to admit
that this would be at least preliminary evidence for the existence of God
warranting further study3?
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Any deity whose existence could be decided by something as cheap as

evidence could never command anyone's worship.”’
08 U S S OG drle ES TS LG U7 3101 B S el 51 e 20k
P ERLY RPN T NS
§5308 5B BRI &) B5s I8 Ge i 23 S TI G386 2913 3% OB
Co S ASGF S A S Jw{;/éutufjﬁ/é)@ﬁ’é),{:x}
_ng,é/uﬁ,,i'/,gﬁuw..C‘;-/gd/»

AL-DURAR Research Journal (Vol.3, Issue 1, 2023: January-June)



15 ;Jlbfdﬁuﬁf;/d/dU/I/gKJ&z;!‘Juxvm_.4,«'.ui‘ The New Atheism

u/imfﬁ}?ﬁw‘atﬁ%affufta{;é_umMgf+(ﬁgq7dﬁgg;
SAEFe L Uit o (OF F caubice Ul Tern b o Sl 1€ty
e bt L 6s L i S 12 B o (en o3

uﬁJ”iu""/l,f“aRationaly)fcad‘f/?.:f“/’!ﬁ}oﬁ’, KULUI b Lol
M}'u’ﬂgLnL/,j'{u’!/.ﬁ_tglrlgyU‘q&ﬁJLJ?‘L@//QUK,@/Rational
B QP A S U Mt b A1
e B et LG L

All science proceeds on the assumption that nature is ordered in a
rational and intelligible way.3®
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If God exists then interpersonal experience not the impersonal objectivity
of science, would be essential to knowledge of This God.>°
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Faith has no checks and balances, no follow- of investigation to see if an
intuition works science does. 40
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1. History of conflict between science and religion
2. History of the welfare of science with the theology
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Theory of evolution that is universally endorsed by virtually all working

biologists and all major societies, including national academy of science.*
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We often hear that one cannot prove or disprove the existence of
God...Unicorn don't. 48
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You can prove by logical deduction that an omniscient, omnibenevolent
and omnipotent God does not exist given the gratuitous suffering in the
world. By the definition of omniscience God knows every place where there
is suffering by the definition of Omni-benevolence, God Does not want
anything to suffer. By the definition of omnipotence, God has the capacity
to undo Suffering. Suffering Exists, therefore and Omniscient,
Omnibenevolent, omnipotent God does not exist.*
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If everything has a cause, then God does, too and there is no first cause,

And if something does not have a cause, it might as well be the physical
world as God or a tortoise *°
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If someone who asserts that God is the uncaused first cause (and then preens
as if he is really explained something), we should thus inquire, “Why cannot the
physical world itself be taken to be the uncaused first cause? After all, the
venerable principle of Occam’s razor advises us to ‘shave off’ unnecessary
assumptions, and taking the world itself as the uncaused first cause has the great
virtue of not introducing the unnecessary hypothesis of God.”
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